'SAMSON AGONISTES'

that of revenge rather than repentance, or at least of
the vindication of the good cause, the cause of God,
against the enemies who seem for the moment
triumphant. God's ways are mysterious and past
finding out:

God of our Fathers, what is man!
That thou towards him with hand so various,

Or might I say contrarious,
Temper'st thy providence through his short course,

Not evenly, as thou ruPst
The Angelic orders and inferior creatures mute,

Irrational and brute.

Yet surely God will vindicate his own cause, and
cast down the mighty,

While their hearts were jocund and sublime,
Drunk with Idolatry, drunk with wine.

And in the end he does; and so Milton believes will
it be with him, or at least the great cause for which
he has spent his life and poured out his poetic genius.
In Samson, Milton contemplates himself, blind and [
'fallen on evil days*:

Eyeless, in Gaza, at the Mill, with slaves}

he too had wedded a wife from among the Philistines
and she had betrayed his fondest hopes, cheated him
of the hope for which he had garner'd up his heart;
he too had driven from the field of battle a boasting
Harapha in the person of Salmasius, and for him
too would come a day of vindication. But Milton is
never merely concerned with himself. His true self
is his ideals, the good cause, and the English people.
The English people had passed through the fire to
perish in the smoke because they had not under-
stood in what true liberty consists: *For instead of;
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